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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To satisfy ESD breakdown strength of all I/O terminals, and prevent 
the increase of combination number of protecting elements connected between 
terminals and the complication of wiring, by constituting a short-path via either 
one of a first earth line or a second earth line, which first earth line is connected 
with a ground terminal arranged in a main circuit block having the largest chip- 
occupation-area, and which second earth line is connected with a ground 
terminal arranged in a sub-circuit block. 

CONSTITUTION: An earth line 22 is connected with a grounded VSS terminal 



102 in a block 1 for an inner circuit use which occupies a greater part of chip 
area. Said line 22 is used as a main line, and connected with an earth line 32 by 
using a protecting element 15, via a protecting element 17 which connects the 
earth line 32 with a power supply line 31. The above earth line 32 is wired in the 
wiring region in the block 1 for inner circuit use, so as to be adjacent to the other 
blocks 2 and 3, and connected with a grounded VSSOA terminal 105. An earth 
line 42 and the earth line 22 are connected by using a protecting element 16, via 
a protecting element 18 which connects a power supply line 41 and the earth line 
42 connected with a grounded VSSOB terminal 108. 
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